
Contemporary Photographers at Soho Photo Gallery 
is pleased to announce a lecture, free and open to the public

Alexey Titarenko: “City of Shadows”
ursday, December 8, from 6 to 7:00 p.m.

Artist's Statement
e idea of City of Shadows emerged quite unexpectedly and quite naturally during the collapse of the Soviet 
Union in the late fall of 1991. I mean that the concept itself stemmed from my impressions nourished by 
everyday reality. At that time, I was working on my series Nomenklatura of Signs. Suddenly, I realized that I was 
struggling with emptiness and that my creative impulses – initially absolutely sincere – were running the risk of 
contemplating ideas no longer valid. is happened because the Soviet people, all these human beings deprived 
of their individuality and turned into “signs” by a criminal regime, began transforming from smiling and happy-
looking “signs” into wandering shadows, even though rejecting the role of a “sign” could result in the loss of life... 

Bio
Alexey Titarenko was born on Vassilievsky Island in Leningrad (now St. Petersburg) in 1962. He began taking 
pictures in 1971, at the age of nine, and graduated from the Leningrad Public University of Society-related 
Professions in 1978 with a degree in Photojournalism. at same year, Titarenko became a member of the 
independent photo-club Zerkalo (e Mirror) and held his first solo exhibition. In 1983, he received a Master’s 
degree in Cinematic and Photographic Arts from the Leningrad Institute of Culture. Two years later, he was 
dismissed from obligatory military service after having served eighteen months in the Soviet Army as an infantry 
soldier. He began work on the series Nomenclature of Signs and, by 1989, had received his first solo exhibition in 
Western Europe, in Paris. e early 1990s saw the creation of Titarenko’s seminal series City of Shadows, as well 
as the development of his signature application of long exposures, intentional camera movement, and expert 
printmaking techniques to street photography. Today, Titarenko lives and works in New York City, where he is 
represented by Nailya Alexander Gallery. 

Copies of Mr. Titarenko's highly acclaimed monograph e City is a Novel will be available for purchase. e 
book, published by Damiani in 2015, was selected by e Wall Street Journal as one of the best photo books of the 
year. 

For learn more about the photographer, please visit: http://www.alexeytitarenko.com/


