
Contemporary Photographers at Soho Photo Gallery 
is pleased to announce a lecture, free and open to the public

 

From Russia with Love: 
Panel Discussion on Aspects of Contemporary Russian Photography

ursday, October 13, from 6 to 8 p.m.

Two prominent photographers, born in Russia and the former Soviet Union and now living in the United States, 
engage in a panel discussion on identity, as experienced through personal histories, cultural displacement, and 
emigration. Each photographer will give a thirty-minute presentation of her work, followed by a panel discussion 
and Q and A from the audience. e speakers are Sasha Rudensky and Nadia Sablin. Moderated by Roma 
Kuriyanov.

ARTIST STATEMENTS
Sasha Rudensky: Tinsel and Blue
e protagonists presented in Tinsel and Blue are an orphaned post-Soviet ‘generation’ that came of age in an 
ideological vacuum. Having disowned their past, they are adrift in an indeterminate present. ey construct 
worlds from fashion, ornament, and spectacle – a defense against historic dislocation. e photographs meditate 
on the relationship between illusion and truth, aspiration and frustration, decadence and banality, as their 
subjects seek to self-define, come of age, and create an identity out of splintered pieces of the past and hopes for 
the future.
Nadia Sablin: Aunties
For seven years, I spent every summer with my aunts on their small farm in Russia, photographing their habits, 
occupations and the small world that surrounds them. e women are in their seventies, but remain physically 
active, planting potatoes, bringing water from the well, and chopping wood for heating the stove. ey maintain 
and decorate their childhood home with new wallpapers, hand-sewn curtains, quilts and lace. My photographs 
are an exploration of the sisters’ reliance on each other, ancestral tradition and land as a means of survival. e 
project is a meditation on aging, family and a sense of belonging. 

BIOS
Sasha Rudensky is a Russian-born artist residing in United States. Her work has been exhibited widely in the 
US, Europe, and Asia. Her work is held in a number of public collections including the Musée de l’Elysée, Yale 
University Art Gallery, and the Center of Creative Photography in Tuscon, amongst others. Her debut solo show 
“Tinsel and Blue” was exhibited at Sasha Wolf gallery in NYC in 2016. She is an Assistant Professor of Art at 
Wesleyan University, where she is the head of the photography program and is represented by Sasha Wolf 
Gallery in New York City. For more, please see http://sasharudensky.com/

Nadia Sablin is a photographer whose work investigates the relationship between documentary and fictional 
storytelling and explores the larger world through close personal narratives.  She has received the Firecracker 
Photographic Grant, a New York Foundation for the Arts fellowship, a Puffin Foundation Grant, and the Peter 
S. Reed Foundation Grant in Photography. Her work has been featured in such publications as the New York 
Times, the Guardian, the Moscow Times, Slate, e New Yorker, American Photo, and the Financial Times. 
Sablin's photographs have been seen in solo and group exhibitions, including the Philadelphia Museum of Art, 
the Southeast Museum of Photography, the Cleveland Museum of Art, Bellevue College in Washington, and 
Texas Women’s University School of Art, among others.  As a recipient of Center for Documentary 
Studies/Honickman First Book Prize in Photography, Sablin’s first monograph, Aunties, was published by 
Duke University Press/CDS in November 2015. For more, please see http://www.nadiasablin.com/


