
 
 

 
 

For Immediate Release: 
 

March 1– April 2, 2011  
 
Winners of the 13th Annual International 
 Juried Krappy Kamera® Competition... 
18th Annual Members’ Krappy Kamera Exhibition... 
plus Michelle Bates, guest exhibitor 
 
 

 
WTF-OMG © T.R. Smith, first prize winner 
 
OPENING RECEPTION: TUESDAY, MARCH 1, 6-8 PM 
Gallery Hours: Wednesdays - Sundays, 1-6 PM, and by appointment 
Contact: Sandra Carrion, 516.485.6951 or hblad@aol.com 

 
New York, N.Y. – It will soon be that time of the year when Soho Photo Gallery is 
completely dedicated to the art of the “Krappy Kamera”: three separate shows are 
scheduled for March. This unique and eagerly awaited exhibition, which the Gallery has 
fondly termed the Krappy Kamera® Show, will feature images that have been produced 
using equipment from the low end of the technological scale. The concept underlying 
this show is that in the hands of an artist, any piece of equipment can be used to create 
engaging photographs. The Krappy camera includes well-known names such as Diana 
and Holga as well as obscure junk-store finds and homemade pinhole jobs. 
 
The March shows will include: 
 
The International Juried Krappy Kamera Competition started in response to the 
tremendous number of photographers who were interested in the Gallery’s Annual 
Krappy Kamera Show for its own members. With the competition now in its 13th year, 
235 photographers from 36 states and 12 foreign countries submitted some 1,500 
images, which they were able to do online for the first time. This allowed our jurors, who 



 
 

 
 

were Phillip S. Block and Steve Rooney of the International Center of Photography in 
New York City, to rate and judge the entries while sitting at their computers. 
  
The winners were: 
First Place: T.R. Smith, Brooklyn, NY  
Second Place: Christopher W. Luhar-Trice, Jacksonville, FL 
Third Place: Andrea Millette, Cincinnati, OH 
 
Honorable Mentions to: Tim Hixon, N.S.W. Australia; Lucas Pingkan, Munich, 
Germany; Eddie Soloway, Santa Fe, NM  
 
Members’ Krap downstairs   
The 18th Annual Members’ Krappy Kamera Exhibition, featuring the work of 23 
Gallery members, will be on display in our front gallery. They’re a small group of Soho 
Photo’s finest artists who have banded together to prove that the image is made by the 
photographer—not the camera. Point-and-shoot cameras are too extravagant for this 
show—they are too easy to use. Their credo: a Krappy Kamera makes you work, serves 
as a reminder that the elements that create a photographic image—aperture, shutter 
speed, focus mechanism and exposure—can be masterfully controlled by trained hands. 
That said, due to numerous requests by members, we’ve established a separate 
category for cell phone camera photos called Phoney Baloney.  
 
In the Upstairs Gallery...  
 
20 Years of Toying with Creativity by Michelle Bates, guest exhibitor 
 

Michelle Bates first discovered the Holga in 1991 at 
the Maine Photographic Workshops. Since then, 
Michelle has shown work in solo exhibitions in the 
Pacific Northwest, Los Angeles and Israel, and in group 
shows around the US, Italy, Germany & Thailand. She 
has photographed for weekly newspapers, album 
covers, performers, artists, and many others. Michelle 
has lectured on plastic and toy cameras to groups all 
over the US. Her book, Plastic Cameras: Toying with 
Creativity, was published in late 2006 by Focal Press 
and the second edition in October 2010. Website: 
Michellebates.net   
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### 
 

Soho Photo Gallery has been showcasing a broad spectrum of imagery by emerging and veteran 
photographers since 1971. The Gallery is in New York’s historic TriBeCa district, three blocks south of Canal 
Street between West Broadway and Sixth Avenue. Subways: #1 to Franklin Street or the A, C, E, W, N, R or 
#6 to Canal Street. 


