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SOHO PHOTO GALLERY TO BE 100% KRAP DURING MARCH 
WITH THE EIGHTH NATIONAL JURIED KRAPPY KAMERA 

COMPETITION, THE MEMBERS’ ANNUAL KRAPPY KAMERA 
SHOW AND “ON DEAF EARS” 

 

 
2005 Grand Prize winner 

©Michael Koerner 

 
March 7-April 1, 2006 

 
OPENING RECEPTION: TUESDAY, MARCH 7, 6-8 p.m. 

 
Hours: Thursday, 6-8 p.m.; Friday, Saturday, Sunday, 1-6 p.m., Wednesday, March 8, 6-8 
p.m., and by appointment. 
 
New York, N.Y. – Once again, the Soho Photo Gallery will be completely dedicated to the 
art of the “Krappy Kamera” with three separate shows scheduled for March. This unique 
and eagerly awaited exhibition, which the Gallery has fondly termed the Krappy Kamera 
Show , will feature images that are produced using equipment from the lowest end of the 
technological scale. The concept underlying this show is that an artist can use any piece of 
equipment to create engaging photographs. Cameras generally range from the well known 
Diana, Holga and Lubitel to obscure junk-store finds and homemade pinhole jobs. The 
March shows will include: 
 
The National Juri ed Krappy Kamera Compet i t ion  was started eight years ago in response 
to the tremendous number of photographers who were interested in the Gallery’s Krappy 



Kamera Show for its own members but were not eligible to participate. This year, 220 
photographers from 43 states submitted some 1300 images. John Reuter was the juror for 
this year’s competition. Reuter began his photographic career in the late seventies using 
Polaroid’s SX-70 technology to create collages. He began working for the Polaroid 
Corporation as a research photographer and later as main photographer and director in the 
20x24 Studio in New York City. He began collaborative relationships with artists such as 
William Wegman, Joyce Tenneson and Olivia Parker. Reuter’s work is widely collected and is 
included in major collections both here and overseas. Throughout his career, John has 
woven new technology into his art. Website: johnreuter.com.  
 
The 2006 prizewinners are: Grand Prize: Michael Koerner, Tucson, AZ; First  place: 
Angela Regas, Oakland, CA; Second place: Megan Green, Astoria, NY; and Third place: 
Meg Birnbaum, Somerville, MA.  

 
More Krap downstairs . . .  
The thirteenth annual Members’ Krappy Kamera exhibition, which will feature the work 
of Gallery members who use pinhole and other low-tech cameras, will be in our front gallery 
downstairs. They are a small group of Soho Photo Gallery’s finest artists who have banded 
together to prove that the image is made by the photographer—not the camera. Point-and-
shoot cameras and disposable cameras are too extravagant for this show—they are too easy 
to use. A Krappy Kamera takes work, which is a reminder that the elements that create a 
photographic image—aperture, shutter speed, focus mechanism and exposure—can be 
technically simple, manual operations that don’t have to be controlled by computer chips.   
 
And even more Krap upstairs . . .“On Deaf Ears” 
 

 
“Axis of Evil” ©Spencer/Renner 

 
For our guest exhibit, Soho Photo is honored to present On Deaf Ears by internationally 
known pinhole photographers Nancy Spencer and Eric Renner. Their show will include 
seventeen 16"x 20" images on Fuji Crystal Archive. 
 
Nancy Spencer is Director of Pinhole Resource, a nonprofit archive and organization 
dedicated to sharing information about pinhole photography. Together they co-edit Pinhole 
Journal, published three times a year, and curate the International Pinhole Photography 
Gallery online at pinholeresource.com. They give educational lectures and workshops 



internationally. Their photographs are in major collections worldwide, including the Museum 
of Modern Art, the California Museum of Photography, the National Gallery of Canada,  
George Eastman House, and Bibliothéque Nationale, Paris. Eric Renner is the author of 
Pinhole Photography: Rediscovering a Historic Technique (Focal Press, Third Edition 2004) and the 
designer and builder of the "Leonardo" pinhole camera. They live in the Mimbres Valley, 
New Mexico, USA, inside a pinhole camera. 
 
Stop by to see these three remarkable shows on opening night and you will also see some of 
the Krappy Kameras displayed next to their owner’s work.  
 

# # # 
 
Soho Photo Gallery has been showcasing a broad spectrum of imagery by emerging and veteran 
photographers since 1971. The Gallery is in New York’s historic TriBeCa district, three blocks south 
of Canal Street between West Broadway and Sixth Avenue. Subways:  #1 to Franklin Street or the A, 
C, E, N, R or # 6 to Canal Street. 


